Opiate prescription medication dependence and pain perceptions.
Our study showed that the perception of pain lessens with detoxification from chronic prescription opiate medications. Thus, removal of opiates resulted in less pain, and chronic administration of opiates actually increased pain perceptions. The underlying pathophysiology of increased pain sensitivity from chronic administration is not well understood. However, the enhanced pain from the development of tolerance and dependence is a common phenomenon. Clinicians are advised to limit their prescribing of opiate drugs to patients on a chronic basis. Further, unresolved pain complaints, and continued complaints of pain despite escalating doses of opiate medications suggest addiction and its adverse consequences. Identification of addiction and detoxification is the proper approach to pain management in chronic opiate administration.